
Our Mission For Every Child

The mission of Odyssey Charter School is to work in partner-

ship with the family and community, with the aim of helping 

each child reach their full potential in all areas of life.  We seek to 

educate the whole child with the understanding that each per-

son must achieve a balance of intellectual, emotional, physical, 

spiritual and social skills as a foundation for life.

Odyssey Charter School

JANUARY
Jan 12 School Advisory Committee Meeting at 
                   12:00 p.m. at Green Apple (Wyoming Campus)
Jan 14 Early Release/Professional Development Day
Jan 15 Jr/Sr High New Student Information Night
Jan 19 No School in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Jan 21 PasP Meeting – All Odyssey Elementary and Jr/Sr 
                   High parents invited (Elementary Campus)
Jan 22 Kindergarten – 6th Grade New Student 
                   Information Night
Jan 23 Elementary and Jr/Sr High Spelling Bee
Jan 23 6th Grade Winter Dance
Jan 26-30     Celebrate Literacy Week “Reading 
                       Accelerates Success”
Jan 28 Early Release/ Professional Development Day
Jan 29 Odyssey Charter School Annual Board Meeting
Jan 30 Student Dress Down/Care of the 
                   Environment Day, Family Fun Dance, School 
                   Wide Spelling Bee

FEBRUARY
Feb 5 Title I Parent Night – English Language Arts
                   (Elementary Campus)
Feb 6 Third Interim Ends
Feb 11 Early Release/Professional Development Day
Feb 12 Interim Reports Sent Home
Feb 16 No School – Presidents Day/ Professional 
                   Development Day
Feb 17 Jr/Sr High Science, Technology, Engineering, 
                   Mathematics Night (Tentative Date)
Feb 18 Odyssey Charter School Board Meeting
Feb 19 Bingo for Books
Feb 20 Jr/Sr High Dance 
Feb 25-26     Jr/Sr High Career Fair 
Feb 25 Early Release Day/ Professional Development Day
Feb 26 Class/Sport/Club Group Photographs 
Feb 26 Honor Society Induction Ceremony
Feb 27 Dress Down/ Care of the Environment Day

School Calendar

JAN-FEB 2015

New Student Information Nights
Our Elementary and Jr/Sr High campuses will be hosting new student 
information nights for families who would like more information about 
our schools.  Please come visit our campus to hear about Odyssey’s High 
Performing Charter School’s mission and vision to educate the whole child 
using Montessori education, the Core Knowledge reading program, STEM 
and nutrition education and Positive Discipline in classroom.  For more 
information about our school or to apply please go to our school’s website 
at www.odysseycharterschool.com or call the Elementary campus at 321-
733-0442 or the Jr/Sr High campus at 321-345-4117.

•  January 15th  at 6:30 Jr/Sr High Campus (1350 Wyoming Dr. S.E.) – 
   Rising 7th grade through 10th grade 
•  January 22nd at 6:30 Elementary Campus (1755 Eldron Blvd. S.E.) - 
   Rising Kindergarten through 6th grade
 

Letters of Intent
Letters of Intent will be sent home with your student on Monday, 
Jan 12th and are due no later than Thursday, Jan 15th. This form lets 
us know if you plan on having your student return to OCS next year. 
Your child’s seat may not be reserved for the 2015-2016 school year 
if this form is not completed and returned. If your student will not be 
returning to OCS next year please complete one form per family indi-
cating this. Any family that does not turn in a form will be contacted. 
Siblings not in attendance this year but who plan on attending OCS 
next year, must complete a new student application. This application 
is available at the front desk or on our school website. 

Celebrate Literacy Week
“Reading Accelerates Success”
January 26th - 30th

Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida is an annual 
event during which students, teachers, 
administrators and parents help students
 strengthen their literacy skills and become 
better prepared for academic success. Throughout this week students are 
encouraged to keep reading and improving in their language skills toward 
increasing student achievement in literacy.   We know that if our students 
are going to shoot for the moon and achieve great success they must have 
the literacy skills required for 21st century careers.

The goal of “Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida!” is to promote the enjoyment 
of reading for children and adults of all ages.  Here are a few exciting events 
taking place at our school in celebration of literacy:

•  Million Minute Reading Marathon
•  Reading Strategy Poster Contest
•  Book Drive
•  Get Caught Reading Bulletin Board 

NEWSLETTER 

OCS Elementary Campus: 1755 Eldron Blvd. S.E. 
Palm Bay, Florida 32909  •  321-733-0442

OCS Jr. / Sr. High Campus:  1350 Wyoming Drive 
S.E. Palm Bay, Florida 32909   •  321-345-4117



Title One Parent Notification
Title I is a program funded by the federal government to improve 
students’ academic achievement. Title I money can be used to expand 
and supplement the services children are already receiving in the 
classroom.   Title I schools use their funds for a variety of items, includ-
ing the following: 

•  Instructional personnel; 
•  Professional development; 
•  Family/parental involvement activities; 
•  Extension of school day/year;
•  Extended learning opportunities; 
•  Classroom interventions; 
•  Reduction of class size; and/or
•  Supplemental tutoring.

As a parent of a Title I school you are given the right to inquire about 
the qualifications of your child’s teacher: 

Each parent of a student at Odyssey Charter School has the right to 
request information about the professional qualifications of the stu-
dent’s teacher (s) and any paraprofessionals who serve the student. 
This information will be provided upon request.

Todo padre de familia de un estudiante en Odyssey Charter School 
tiene el derecho de solicitor información acerca de las calcinaciones 
profesionales del(los) professor(es) del estudiante y de cualquier 
professor asistente que ensene al estudiante. Esta información se 
proporcionara a solicitud. 

Chak paran de yon etidya nan Odyssey Charter School Lekol la ge-
nyen dwa pou mande enfomasyon sou kalifikasyon pwofesyonel sou 
pwofese etidyan an epi nenpot asistan pwofese ki founi sevis pou 
etidyan yo. Nou pral founi enfomasyon sa sou demann. 

If you have any questions regarding Title I funds and supports/re-
sources please feel free to contact our Title I Parent Contact: Valarie 
Gonzalez (gonzalezv@odysseycharterschools.com)

  

Florida Standards Assessment
The following Florida Standards Assessments (FSA) will be adminis-
tered for the first time in Spring 2015:

•  Grades 3–11 English Language Arts (Writing component in 
   grades 4–11)
•  Grades 3–8 Mathematics
•  Algebra 1 End-of-Course Assessment
•  Geometry End-of-Course Assessment
•  Algebra 2 End-of-Course Assessment

Parents can promote student success by staying involved with the 
school, talking regularly with your child’s teacher, and offering posi-
tive support, feedback, and encouragement to your child throughout 
the spring testing. Families are encouraged to take advantage of the 
information and resources available on the Florida Standards Assess-
ments portal (www.FSAssessments.org) and the FDOE website (www.
fldoe.org). Please contact your child’s teacher if you need additional 
information about the FSA.

Keep the Flu Away!  Important Info 
from the OCS Clinic
It is flu season in Brevard County and we would like to offer some 
important guidance to help you and your family stay healthy this year.  
We encourage you to have a conversation with your children about 
how to prevent the spread of flu and other illnesses.

•  Keep your children home if you are showing cold or flu like 
    symptoms 
•  Cover your mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing
•  Wash your hands often
•  Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth

For more information visit the Center for Disease Control’s website: 
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/stopgerms.htm

Positive Discipline – Ways to avoid 
power struggles with your child
Power struggles create distance and hostility instead of closeness and 
trust. Distance and hostility create resentment, resistance, rebellion 
(or compliance with lowered self-esteem). Closeness and trust create 
a safe learning environment. You have a positive influence only in an 
atmosphere of closeness and trust where there is no fear of blame, 
shame or pain.

•  Decide what you will do and follow through. I will read a story after 
teeth are brushed. I will cook only in a clean kitchen. I will drive only 
when seat belts are buckled. (I will pull over to the side of the road 
when children are fighting.)

•  Distraction for Young Children and lots of supervision. Punishment 
decreases brain development. Children are often punished for doing 
what they are developmentally programmed to do -- explore. (Please 
read Positive Discipline for Preschoolers.)

•  Get children involved in the creation of routines (morning, chores, 
bedtime). Then the routine chart becomes the boss.

•  Ask what and how questions: How will we eat if you don’t set the 
table? What is next on our routine chart? What was our agreement 
about what happens to toys that aren’t picked up? What happened? 
How do you feel about what happened? What ideas do you have to 
solve the problem? (This does not work at the time of conflict, nor 
does it work unless you are truly curious about what you child has to 
say.)

•  Get children involved in cooperation. Say, “I can’t make you, but I 
really need your help.” 

•  Use reflective listening. Stop talking and listen. Try to understand not 
only what your child is saying, but what she means.

•  Limited choices: Do you want to do your homework before dinner or 
after dinner. Do you want to set the table or clean up after dinner?

For more information about Positive Discipline please go to: http://
www.positivediscipline.com/

Medication Reminder
•  Medication may be only administered by trained school staff.
•  Parents must fill out a medication permission form (available at 
   the front office).
•  All medication must be in the original package, not zip lock bags. 
•  Students are never allowed to bring in any medication – even 
   cough drops and other over-the counter medicines.



National Honor Society
Students who are eligible to participate in the Elemen-
tary or Junior/Senior Honor Society will be receiving an 
application packet in January.  To be considered for the 
Honor Society, students must have a Grade Point aver-
age of 3.0 or higher and they must display qualities of 
leadership, service, citizenship, and character.  

An Induction Ceremony will be held for all newly accepted Honor 
Society Students on Thursday, February 26 at 6:30 pm at the Elemen-
tary Campus on Eldron Blvd.  This is a formal event for Honor Society 
Students and their families.  Invitations will be sent home with more 
information about the induction ceremony after applications have 
been reviewed and the new Honor Society Students have been ac-
cepted.

For questions about the National Elementary Honor Society, please 
contact Ms. Michelle Sutton at 321-733-0442 x 107 or by email at sut-
tonm@odysseycharterschool.com.  For questions about the Junior/
Senior Honor Society, please contact Mrs. Williams at williamss@odys-
seycharterschool.com.
 

Ed-Line Launch
Edline is a web-hosting solution that provides the Internet platform. 
Edline is a portal service that is aimed at improving communication 
between parents, students, and teachers. With a few clicks, our staff 
has the ability to post documents, curriculum related resources, news, 
calendar items, and eventually detailed assignment and grade book 
information.

Odyssey Charter School has begun activating Elementary and Jr/Sr 
High school parent and student accounts beginning in November 
2014. Parents may pick up their Edline activation code at the front 
office of their school site and must present photo identification. Upon 
activating their accounts, parents and students will have access to 
Grades, Class News, Assignments, Calendars, and more. Please con-
tinue to monitor our school website, www.odysseycharterschool.com, 
for school news, the school calendar, and additional information. 

All information is available by going to the following website: https://
www.edline.net/InterstitialLogin.page
 

School Spelling Bee 
Students in 4th through 8th grade will 
participate in a classroom spelling bee in 
January.  The classroom finalist will be par-
ticipating in the school wide spelling bee on 
January 30th.  Parents of finalists are invited 
to attend the school spelling bee. The event 
will include all of the 4th through 8th grade 
finalists on the elementary and Junior/Senior 
High campus.  The spelling bee will be held at the Elementary campus 
on Eldron Boulevard at 9:00 a.m.  Our school winner will go on to com-
pete in the Brevard County Spelling Bee on Wednesday, February 25 at 
Brevard County School Board in Viera.  There, a winner and runner-up 
will be chosen to attend the 56th Annual Brevard County Spelling Bee 
in Orlando in March sponsored by the Orlando Sentinel.    

 
Class/Sport/Club Photos – Feb 26
DSP will be at our campus to take class photos on Tuesday, February 
26th.  Students will have a class photo taken in their school uniform.  
Students who participate in a sport or club will also have their photo 
taken and will be allowed to change into their sport jersey or club 
t-shirt.  Photos will be available for purchase for families.  Odyssey 
receives a portion of the proceeds on all photo packages sold – we 
thank DSP for partnering with our school.

Yearbooks
Odyssey Charter School is announcing that our 2014-2015 school 
yearbooks are available for pre-order! Each yearbook has a hardback 
cover with full-color pages that will feature many things about this 
school year including all of our students from the Elementary and Jr/
Sr campuses, from VPK through 9th grade. The yearbook will cost $27.  
A yearbook order form has been sent home, or you can pick one up in 
either campus’ front office.

Lost and Found
As the season gets cooler, we are seeing an increase in jackets in our 
lost and found box.  Please mark your student’s first and last name in 
their jackets so we can make sure they get back to them if they are 
misplaced. 

Yearbook Ads and Student 
Dedications
Business card size ad space is available in the OCS yearbook.  For just 
$25, we will scan your business card in full color.  This is a great way 
to promote your business and connect our Odyssey families with our 
community. In addition to selling ad space, we are also saving space 
for student dedications.  It’s just $7 for a space (about the size of a 
business card).  

To place an ad or dedication in the yearbook, please submit your 
business card or dedication along with your name, your student’s 
name, your phone number and your email address along with your 
check or money order, payable to OCS your classroom teacher on the 
elementary campus or to Bonnie Moravecky on the Jr/Sr campus.  For 
questions please contact Ms. Madaffari at madaffarij@odysseycharter-
school.com

Car Loop Reminders
 Distracted Driving – Cell Phone Use in the 
Car Loop

Teachers and students have been alarmed at the 
number of parents being seen using cell phones 
while driving through the loop.  The team 
continues to brainstorm ways to reduce, with a 
goal of ultimately eliminating, cell phone use 
while driving in the car loop.  We are looking to 
partner with every family driving through our campus in making our 
car loop the safest it could possibly be, but “WE NEED YOU” to be 
successful.

Some facts to consider:
•  Drivers talking on a cell phone are 4x more likely to have a 
   car accident
•  Nearly 2 in 3 drivers say that drivers talking on cell phones are a
   threat to their personal safety, but they continue to engage in this
   behavior
•  Florida legislation in Tallahassee will be reviewing a bill that address
   cell phone use while driving in school zones.  

Banning cell phone use while driving isn’t just about keeping you 
safe – it’s about keeping EVERYONE in and around campus during car 
loop safe.  Partner with us to keep your loved safe. 



Preschool Applications for 2015-16 
School Year
Montessori Village Green offers a Montessori Early Childhood 
Education Program for children 3 years old through Voluntary Pre-
Kindergarten (VPK).  Our program is staffed by supportive degreed 
Montessori and Early Childhood teachers.  Our preschool is located in 
Odyssey Charter School’s award winning green school building which 
will provide your child with a safe and healthy learning environment.  
Our Montessori program is supplemented with the Core Knowledge 
Reading program which is a rich literature based program.  

Our preschool program also offers a tuition based morning and full 
day program for 3 year olds and non-VPK four year olds and a free VPK 
program.  Please visit the following website http://www.elcbrevard.
org/p/232/registration-information  to learn if your child qualifies for 
VPK and steps to receiving your voucher.  We accept School Readiness 
vouchers from the Early Learning Coalition to help parents who have 
a financial need with tuition.  To learn more about School Readiness, 
please visit the Early Learning Coalition of Brevard’s  Website: http://
www.elcbrevard.org/p/218/school-readiness-subsidized-child-care-
program

All students that attend Odyssey for VPK have priority enrollment 
into Odyssey’s Kindergarten Program.   Applications for the 2015-16 
preschool program are available at the school’s front office.   To learn 
more about our preschool program and to set up a tour, please con-
tact Amy White at 321-733-0442 or email her at whitea@odysseychar-
terschool.com.

Read Aloud Book Club
The Read Aloud Book Club is a great way for parents to fulfill their 
volunteer hours. All that is required is for parents to read to their child 
every night for 15 minutes!

Reading aloud helps in the building of attention span, develops 
vocabulary and improves reading and listening comprehension skills 
which all lead to increased academic success. By reading to your child 
regularly, your child stands a greater chance of developing a love of 
reading and becoming a lifelong reader. Most importantly, it creates 
a bond between the parent and the child. With so many working and 
single parent families, this is an excellent way for parents to spend 
quality time with their child. So take some time several times a week, 
turn off the TV, crack open a fascinating good read and begin the 
reading adventure. 

Here’s how the program works:

•  Read to your child each night 
for at least 15 minutes. 

•  Refer to the Read Aloud 

Recommended Book Lists at 

the school’s website (http://
www.odysseycharterschool.
com/read-aloud.html) to select 
a book to read – parents may 
select other high quality litera-
ture as well as well as student 
textbooks, etc. 

•  Record the book title, author, and minutes read on the Read Aloud 
recording form which are available at the front office or at the school’s 
website (http://www.odysseycharterschool.com/read-aloud.html). 

•  At the end of each month, return the form to your child’s teacher. 

•  You will receive volunteer hours, up to 1 hour per week, 4 hours per 
month per child. 

Family Fun Dance
Our 4th grade is hosting a Family Fun Dance on Friday, January 30th 
from 6:30pm – 8:00pm for students in Kindergarten through 6th grade.  
Student tickets will be sold for $5.00. Parents may attend for free!  All 
proceeds will go toward the 4th grade St. Augustine field trip.  Tickets 
may be purchased using an order form which will be sent home with 
your student or you may pick one up at the front office.  All order forms 
and payments are due to your student’s classroom teacher by January 
23rd.  A payment confirmation will be sent home once the order from 
has been processed.  For more information about the dance, please 
contact Mrs. Pidgeon at pidgeone@odysseycharterschool.com

Title One ELA Parent Night
Thursday February 5th  •  6:30pm – 7:45pm

“The Switch”  Walk for an hour in your student’s shoes. Join us for an eve-
ning of information and fun.  Switch places with your child and sit in their 
seat as the student.

Parents will experience authentic learning happening every day in the 
classroom, gain insight on the demands of grade level standards, learn 
strategies that can be extended into the home to support academic suc-
cess and leave with hands on support materials for home implementation.

Extracurricular Classes 
We are pleased to announce that our 2nd session of extracurricular 
afterschool classes will begin on January 12th.   Session two classes 
will run from January 12 through March 16.  Classes will meet one time 
weekly for an hour and there is a small fee to join.  We will be offering fun 
and engaging classes such as:  All Star Sports Club, Zumba, Yoga, Money 
Management, Creative Writing and more.  A registration form was sent 
home with your student during the last week of December.  Please fill it 
out and return it to your child’s classroom teacher with a check or money 
order to pay the club fee by Friday, January 16th.

For more information about our extracurricular clubs, please contact 
Amy White at 321-733-0442 x 126 or email her at whitea@odysseychar-
terschool.com

6th Grade Winter Dance
Our 6th grade students will have their winter dance on Friday, January 
23rd from 6:30pm – 8:00pm.  This will be a semi-formal dance for our 6th 
grade students.  Students may purchase tickets for $5.00.  Tickets will be 
on sale from Monday, January 12th through Friday, January 16th and can 
be purchased during 6th grade student lunch times.  

Parent volunteers are needed as chaperones and to help serve food.  If 
you are interested in volunteering or if you have questions about the 
dance, please contact Ms. Sutton at 321-733-0442 or email her at sut-
tonm@odysseycharterschool.com.

BINGO for Books
BINGO for Books is an annual family event at Odyssey Charter School.  
Families come together for a family meal and play games of BINGO 
where our winners take home books!  This year’s free event is being held 
on Thursday, February 19th.  Look for your RSVP which will be sent home 
with your student in February.  We would appreciate the donation of 
gently used books during our Celebrate Literacy Week, January 26-30.  
Books may be turned in to your child’s classroom teacher.  For more 
information about BINGO for Books, please contact Michelle Sutton at 
suttonm@odysseycharterschool.com

ELEMENTARY NEWS



JR/SR HIGH NEWS

Odyssey’s Enrichment Program and 
Homework Club
Odyssey’s afterschool Enrichment program has hired a certified teacher 
to run their afterschool homework club.  Students who are enrolled in 
the enrichment program can participate in the homework club Mon-
day through Thursday.  Our certified teacher will support the student 
and help them with challenging or difficult concepts.  For many work-
ing parents, the homework club is a vital service.  Knowing that their 
children will have their homework completed before they pick them up 
allows families to spend relaxing time together in the evenings know-
ing that homework is complete.

For more information about Odyssey’s Enrichment program, please 
contact Amy White at 321-733-0442 x 126 or email her at whitea@odys-
seycharterschool.com

End-Of-Course Assessments (EOCs)
EOC assessments are computer-based, criterion-referenced assess-
ments that measure the Florida Standards (FS) or the Next Generation 
Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS). OCS students participating in Civics, 
Algebra I, Geometry, or Biology courses this year will take an EOC at 
the close of the spring term. This EOC will count at 30% of their course 
grade. 

Courses where state-required EOCs are given will not administer a 
second semester exam. Students will receive 1 credit upon successful 
completion of the course (and the EOC) or for passing the EOC Exam 
with a level 3 or above. The final course grade for EOC courses will be 
determined by the following:

Classroom News
1st Grade Writer’s Workshop 
Celebration
First grade students have been hard at work becoming authors!  In December, students celebrated their accomplishments in writer’s workshop class-
room publishing celebration.  Families were invited to attend and read their students illustrated “How To” books.  Students were very excited to share 
their books with their families, friends and teachers.

Gifted Student Education – 
Introducing our new Gifted Student Teacher

My name is Aileen Tapp. I am pleased to be part of the Odyssey team 
and join so many old and new friends in working with the students. I 
am working with Exceptional Education and with the Gifted Student 
Program at Odyssey Charter. I grew up in Pittsburgh, attended Slippery 
Rock University. After graduation I accepted a position with Morris 
Township in New Jersey, married and moved to Atlantic City where I 
taught for years. We move to Florida in 1989. I earned my Masters and 
Education Specialist degrees from Florida Institute of Technology. I 
was principal at Educational Horizons for 12 years until 2013 when I 
decided I really want to spend the end of my career teaching.  My goal 
is to meet the needs of all the special education students at Odyssey.

1st Semester Average = 35%
2nd Semester Average = 35%
EOC Exam = 30%

Students have been working hard throughout the year to prepare for 
these important assessments. Sample questions are available at http://
www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/
end-of-course-eoc-assessments/index.stml to help students become 
familiar with the types of items and response formats. If you have ques-
tions on ways to help your student prepare for the EOCs, please contact 
your child’s teacher or our Jr/Sr High counselor, Ms. Bonnie Moravecky 
at moraveckyb@odysseycharterschool.com.



Highlighting OCS Jr/Sr Club – OD 
(Green) Squad
The Odyssey Discovery (OD) Green Squad is ready to start the new 
year with many environmental stewardship projects.  Although the 
emphasis of the group’s work is on “Greening” the school’s campus 
and learning how to reduce one’s environmental footprint, the 
groups will also entertain other aspects of science, technology, 
engineering, agriculture, and math (STEAM).  The club is facilitated 
by Ms. Sabokrouh with the assistance of member students. There 
are diverse activities that the club will be involved with, which may 
include: participation in local, state, regional, and national science 
and technology competitions; field trips to Turkey Creek and the 
Indian River Lagoon that will help students expand their scientific 
knowledge and interests; visits to companies involved in biotech, 
engineering, etc.; and trips to colleges and universities science and 
engineering departments. Our first effort will include the start of our  
research based learning initiative - studying how OCS can reduce 
carbon emission, developing our wilderness trails, campus recycling, 
campus water quality evaluations and remediation; and partaking in 
the “going green” ideology.

Florida Virtual School News
We began our 2nd semester of FLVS on January 6, 2015 and the stu-
dents are excited to get started in their new class.  The FLVS teacher 
has been very impressed with our students in the past because they 
always stay on task and meet their deadlines.   

We encourage parents to call Lydia Castro at Odyssey Jr/Sr High 
School at 321-345-4117 or email her at castrol@odysseycharter-
school.com to learn how FLVS works so they can help their children 
from home.

8th Grade Grad Venture Field Trip – 
May 8th, 2015
The 8th graders will be attending Universal Studios/Island of Adven-
tures for their field trip.  The deadline to turn money in is March 13.  
Any questions please contact Ms. Castro at castrol@odysseycharter-
school.com or 321-345-4117.

Titan Sports
MS Flag Football: Flag football forms will be going out soon. We will 
be playing against other charter schools and private schools. Our first 
year in the league we had two teams and one won the league. I look 
forward to a big turn-out. 

MS Track: Track forms will be going out soon. We hope to compete in 
two track events this year against other charter schools and private 
schools. In the last two we have had two students represent us in the 
Hershey Track Meet in Miami.

MS Boys Basketball:  The team has three games left and will play in 
the tournament January 22-24, 2015. The Titian’s are the only team 
undefeated in the league. Please come out and support these boys 
as they finish their season. This year’s undefeated team is being 
coached by Mr. Blomgren and Mr. DeAmara.

Highlighting OCS Jr/Sr Elective - 
Career Research 
What is Career Research? Career Research is a 9th grade semester elec-
tive course at Odyssey Jr/Sr High where students have the opportunity 
to explore their interests and align them to career opportunities. With 
the help of various guest speakers and their teacher Ms. O’Dea (fall) and 
Ms. Vincente (spring), career clusters are highlighted to provide stu-
dents with an understanding of the education and training necessary 
for their desired careers. By participating in self-assessment activities, 
students become more aware of their aptitudes, values, and skills.  Stu-
dents also set goals to make informed career decisions. After complet-
ing this course, each 9th grade Odyssey student will have the skills in 
communication, teamwork, problem solving, and time management for 
workplace success.

College Dual Enrollment
As a growing high school, Odyssey Charter School is striving to ensure 
that high school students are successfully prepared for college and 
careers. Starting this summer, eligible OCS 10th grade students will 
be able to start dual enrollment programs with Eastern Florida State 
college. We are also investigating dual enrollment opportunities with 
Florida Institute of Technology and University of Central Florida. By 
participating in dual-enrollment classes, OCS students will be provided 
with: 

•  An introduction to the rigors of college coursework while they still 
   have the support and comfort of home,
•  An opportunity to take classes on a real college campus or virtually,
•  Access to courses not offered by OCS, and
•  A chance to gain college credits before leaving high school. 

Many recent studies have found that students participating in dual-
enrollment programs are more competitive in the college application 
process and are more likely go on to get a college degree than stu-
dents that do not take on this opportunity. To determine if dual enroll-
ment is right for your student, please contact our Jr/Sr High counselor, 
Ms. Bonnie Moravecky at moraveckyb@odysseycharterschool.com.

Preparing for 10th Grade
Attention ALL 9th grade parents – We are setting up all the necessary 
components for your child to continue at OCS through the 12th grade 
and become our first graduating class in 2018. Please join us to hear 
about the expansion of our rigorous college-prep program that in-
cludes new coursework and electives on January 15th at 6:30 pm.  For 
more information, please contact Dr. Monica Knight, site administrator 
for the Jr/Sr High, at knightm@odysseycharterschool.com.



Grievance Procedures
Step 1: Request Teacher conference to clarify issue 
Step 2: Contact the Site Administrator if unresolved with the teacher
Step 3: **Contact Board Designated Parent Representative
Step 4: Contact the President of the Governing Board 
Step 5: Present issue at the next monthly Board Meeting if unresolved 
Step 6: Seek mediation with the Sponsor

**Dr. Reggie Revis has been designated by the OCS Board of Directors as the Representative 
to Facilitate Parental Involvement, provide access to information, assist parents and others 
with questions and concerns, and resolve disputes according to charter requirements. Dr. 
Revis can be reached at revisr@odysseyprepacademy.com or 321-345-4117, ext. 122.

Visit our website at www.odysseycharterschool.com

School-Wide Titans Sports Updates 
from Coach Castro, Athletic Director:

5th/6th Volleyball: OCS fielded three outstanding teams this year. 
Special thanks to Laura Lopez, Sara Wyman, and Jose Diaz for coach-
ing our teams this year. They did an outstanding job with the girls. 
We also want to thank the parents for being very supportive and 
encouraging throughout the season. 

5th/6th Flag Football: There were two teams again this year which is 
very exciting since this is our third year for sports programs.  We ap-
preciate the coaching efforts Bernie Bernardo and DeAnna Bernardo 
and the support of all of the parents.  

MS Soccer: The soccer team was coached by Mr. Kevelin this year. He 
had 15 players on the team who worked very hard throughout the 
season.  They finish the season in 1st place.   

Kennedy Space Center 6th Grade 
Field Trip
In December, our 6th grade students attended the annual Kennedy 
Space Center field trip.  The students took a guided tour through 
the Space Center where they learned why liquid nitrogen is used to 
fuel the space shuttles, met an astronaut, visited the Space Shuttle 
Atlantis and experienced the Shuttle Launched Experience.  STEM 
was infused into the field trip as the students worked in teams on a 
bridge building challenge and explored the interactive exhibits. 

Jr/Sr Winter Wonderland Dance
On December 12th our Jr/Sr High had a Winter Wonderland Dance. 
Over 100 students were in attendance to celebrate a great 1st se-
mester. The Social Club organized the event while the Cooking Club 
made snacks for all the students in attendance.  Thank you to all the 
students, staff, parents, and volunteers who helped in making the 
event a huge success.

Palm Bay Holiday Parade
On Saturday, December 6th Odyssey participated in the Palm Bay 
Holiday Light Parade.  Students from Odyssey Charter School and 
Odyssey Preparatory Academy’s Glee Club sang excerpts from their 
December Holidays around the World musical program as they were 
pulled on a float decorated with brilliant lights.  The parade stretched 
from Eastern Florida State College along Malabar Road to Emerson 
Drive.  Our students sang to community residents who lined the 
streets cheering and clapping as our students made their way along 
the parade route.  We would like to thank the students for a wonder-
ful performance and thank the teachers and staff who came out and 
supported on Saturday!

December Holidays around the World 
– Glee Club Winter Musical
Each year the Glee club performs a winter musical for our students 
and families.  This year’s theme was December Holidays around the 
World.  Students shared through song the traditions of many differ-
ent countries around the world.  Thank you to all of the teachers, staff 
and students who worked to produce another wonderful musical for 
our school community.  

PAST EVENTS


